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Dr. Rajeev Gupta 
Reader in Psychiatry 
Dayanand Medical College & Hospital 
Ludhiana (Punjab)-141 001 
Depression in India and U. S. A. 
Dear Sir, 
In their paper 'Comparison of symptomatology of depression between India and U. S. A.', 
Drs. Derasari and Shah (IJP, April 1988) have reported on an important area in transcul-
tural psychiatry. We wish to raise two objections to the methodology used and the handling 
of data. 
Firstly, we submit that the India and the U. S. A. data can not be compared as these sets 
of data have been obtained by different raters, whose inter-rater reliability has not been 
established. Secondly, even if the data were comparable, we find (for example) that none of the 
data (in tables 1-3) reported as significant at the 5% level are actually significant (Chi square 
or proportions tests). 
We therefore suggest that the conclusions reached in the study be viewed with caution. 
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